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Extent:  

 From: base o f  the s k u l l  (above).  

 To: lower border c6 (below) 

 Cont nuous: as  esophagus. 

Parts:  

The pharynx s  d v ded nto 3 pa r t s .  

 Nasopharynx  beh nd nasa l  cav t y.  

 Oropharynx  beh nd o r a l  cav t y.  

 Laryngopharynx beh nd la ryngea l  cav t y.  
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1. Nasopharynx 

Boundar es :  

 Super or  base o f  the s k u l l .  

 I n fer  or commun cates w th oropharynx  

through pharyngeal  sthmus. 

 Anter or    commun  cates  w th  nasa l   cav t y  

through poster  or  nasa l  open ng.  

 Poster or  anter or  arch o f  a t l a s .  
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Features:  

 Open ng of  the aud  tory tube  one on each  

s  de commun cate t  w  th the m ddle ear.  

 Tubal  elevat   on    car t  lage   bound  open ng  

o f  aud to ry  tube. 

 Salp ngo- pharyngeal fo ld   conta ns   

s a lp  ngopharyngeus muscle. 

 Pharyngeal  tons l  (adeno d)  on  

poster  or  wa l l .  
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2. Oropharynx 

Boundar es :  

 Super or commun cates w th nasopharynx  

a t  s o f t  pa late.  

 I n fer  or    commun cates w th  

laryngopharynx at  ep g l o t t  s .  

 Anter or   commun cates  w th o r a l  cav t y  

(through oropharyngeal sthmus).  

& 3rd cerv c a l  vertebrae.   Poster or  2nd 

Features: 

• Palatine 
tonsil  

• Tonsillar 
fossa  
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3. Laryngo-pharynx 

w th oropharynx 

Boundar es :  

 Super or   commun cates  

a t  ep g l o t t  s .  

 esophagus a t  lower border o f   I n fer  or 

C6. 

 Anter or  l a ryngea l  n l e t .  

 Poster or  Cx 4 t h,  5th and 6th 
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Muscles of  the pharynx 

A)External  musc les  of  the pharynx  

1- Super or constr ctor  muscle 

Or g n :  

 med a l  pterygo d p la te .  

 Pterygo d hamulus. 

 Pterygomand bu lar  l  gament. 

 mylohyo d l  ne.  

I n s e r t  on: 

 The upper f  bers   pharyngeal tuberc le .  

 The rem nder  poster  or  med an raphe. 
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Nerve supply:  

 Pharyngeal p lexus.   

Action: 

 c lose  nasopharynx during swallowing. 
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2- M  i  ddle constrctor muscle 

Origin:  

 Hyoid bone (g reater  and l e s s e r  horn) .  

I n ser t ion: 

 Posterior  median raphe 

Nerve supply:  

 Pharyngeal p lexus .  

Act on: 

 Constrc t i on o f  oropharynx during  

swallow ng.  

3-  I n fer  or constr ctor  muscle 

Or g n:  

part    poster  or  med an 

part    cont nuous w th 

 Thyropharyngeal  

raphe. 

 Cr copharyngeal  

esophagus. 

• Thyroid cartilage (oblique line and inferior horn).  
• Cricoid cartilage.  

Insertion:  
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laryngopharynx dur ng 

Nerve supply:  

 Pharyngeal p lexus .  

Action: 

 Constr ic t i on of   

swallow ng.  
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B) Interna l  musclesof  the pharynx  

1-  Stylopharyngeus muscle 

Or g n:  

 s t y l o  d process .  

I n ser t  on: 

 poster  or  border o f  thyro d cartilage. 

Nerve supply:  

 Glossopharyngeal  nerve. 

Act on: 

 Elevat  on o f  pharyngeal wa l l .  

 

 
2 Palato-pharyngeus muscle 

see palate  

3-  Salp ngopharyngeus  muscle 

Or g n :  

 tubal   elevat i on  

I n s e r t  on: 

   poster  or  border thyro d ca r t  l ag e.  

Nerve supply:  

 Pharyngeal plexus 
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aud t o ry tube dur ng 

Act on: 

 Open ng  of   

swallow ng.  
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Arter a l  supply of  the pharynx 

  Ascend ng pharyngeal:  from externa l   

carot  d  a r t e r y ) .  

 Tons l l a r :  from the fac  a l  a r t e r y ) .  

 Greater pa lat  ne:  from the max l l ary  

a r t e r y ) .  

 Dorsal  l  ngual :  from l  ngual  a r t er y ) .  

Venous dranage of  the pharynx 

 pharyngeal venous  plexus  dranis  into  

interna l  jugu la r  vein .  

Lymphat c dra nage of  the pharynx 

Upper & lower deep cerv c a l  lymph nodes .  
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Nerve supply of  the pharynx 

Motor: 

 A l l  muscles  o f  the pharynx suppled by                                    

pharyngeal   plexus 

 Except s t y lopharyngeus suppl ied by  

g lossopharyngeal  nerve. 

Sensory:  

 Nasopharynx: maxil l a r y  nerve. 

 Oropharynx: glossopharyngeal  nerve. 

nterna l  l a r yngeal  branch  Laryngopharynx: 

o f  vagus nerve. 

Autonomic :  

 Sympathetic:  from superior  cervcal   

sympathetic gangl ion. 

 Parasympathetic :  from fac ia l  nerve. 


